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was the Princess Santa Croce, living in the old historical palace which has the reputation of being the only haunted house in Rome, where two statues of cardinals come down from their pedestals and rattle their marble trains up and down the long galleries. The Princess was one of the daughters of Mr. Scully in Ireland. He had three, of whom two were beautiful, clever, and brilliant, but the third was uninteresting. The two elder Miss Scullys went out into the world, and were greatly admired and much made of; but the youngest stayed at home like Cinderella, and was never known at all except as " the Miss Scullys' younger sister." Many people wished to marry the elder Miss Scullys; but they said " No, for we have a presentiment that we are to marry dukes, and therefore we will wait." But no dukes came forward, and at length old Mr. Scully died, leaving his daughters three great fortunes; and being Roman Catholics, without any particular call or claim, they determined to visit Rome before they settled in life. They took many introductions with them, and on their arrival the good looks, cleverness, and wealth of the elder sisters created quite a sensation ; but people asked them, Roman-fashion, " what was their vocation," for in Rome all Catholic ladies are expected to have decided this. Then they said they had never thought of it, and they went to spend a week in the convent of the Trinita de' Monti to consider it. When the day came on which the three Miss Scullys were to declare their vocation, all Rome was interested, and the " great world " thronged the parlours of the Trinita de' Monti to hear it j but the Fmlt*1 tit Honir.tiful Princess Gkiendolina,f her changing her dress once instead of three times every day of the year.
